VIII
MOZLEY'S BAMPTON LECTURES1

THE way in which the subject of Miracles has been
treated, and the place which they have had in our
discussions, will remain a characteristic feature of
both the religious and philosophical tendencies of
thought among us. Miracles, if they are real things,
are the most awful and august of realities. But, from
various causes, one of which, perhaps, is the very
word itself, and the way in which it binds into one
vague and technical generality a number of most
heterogeneous instances, miracles have lost much of
their power to interest those who have thought most
in sympathy with their generation. They have been
summarily and loosely put aside, sometimes avowedly,
more often still by implication. Even by those who
accepted and maintained them, they have often been
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